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In the past year, we've gotten used to patting our-
selves on the back. Everyone's talking about our

architecture, our arts, our culture. But how do we
stack up on the green issue?
The Twin Cities are pretty green, no doubt. But lest you
get cocky about our “greenness,” it's important to note
that, in the 2006 SustainLane U.S. City Rankings study,
which rates our 50 largest cities on such things as con-
gestion, air quality, land use and climate, Minneapolis
comes in at a just barely respectable 10th place.
As the study found, Minneapolis shows a contradicto-
ry tendency to both excel and lag behind in matters of
sustainability. While we're second in the nation in our
number of bike commuters (2.3 percent of the popu-
lation pedals to work) and clearly understand the
value of sustainable agriculture, we are off the charts—
in a bad way—when it comes to such things as LEED
(Leadership in Environmental & Energy Design) build-
ing and tap water quality.

Achieving sustainability comes through both sweep-
ing legisiative endeavors and the small, grassroots
efforts of you and your neighbors, With that in mind,
we report not only on public policy, alternative fuels
and new transportation options, but also on volunteer
opportunities and education.

How We Stack Up Against
the Rest of the Country*

1. Pertland, Oregon
2, San Francisco
3. Seattle
4. Chicago
5. Oakland
6. New York
7. Boston
8. Philadelphia
9. Denver
10. Minneapolis
1. Bailtimore
12. Washington, D. C.
13, Sacramento
14. Austin
5. Honolulu
16. Milwaukee
17. San Diego
18. Kansas City
19. Albuquerque
20. Tucsen
21. San Antonio
22. Phoenix
23. 5an Jose
24. Dallas
25. Los Angeles

*2006 SustainLane U.S, City Rankings study



